According to Wakeley (1943-44), the majority of epididymal cysts in man arise in the vasa efferentia, the bridge of tissue between the testis and epididymis. The ability of two sterilant chemicals to produce specific lesions of this nature in the rat (\g=a\-chlorhydrin\p=m-\Ericsson,1970; ethylenedimethanesulphonate\p=m-\Cooper & Jackson, 1970) points to the need for further information on the vasa efferentia in relation to their susceptibility to damage in this manner. As there appears to be inadequate information on the course of these tubules, the present study was undertaken.
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At post mortem, the testes resting in the scrotum of the rat present anterior and posterior surfaces and medial and lateral rounded borders. Serial longitudinal sections were made in both rat and mouse of the entire testis-epididymisvas complex, from the anterior to the posterior surface. In sections from a number of rats, it was observed that the rete testis penetrates into the tunica albuginea and from it, two channels of vasa efferentia emerge (Pl. 1, Fig. 1) ; the arrangement is similar in the mouse (Pl. 1, Fig. 4 According to Cunningham (1928) , the vasa efferentia of the rat leave the testis, pass dorsal to the epididymis and join the anterior lobe of the caput. Harrison (1953) and Macmillan (1953) , in their drawings from the rat, show the vasa entering the inferior aspect of the proximal caput epididymidis. Reid & Cleland (1957) (Van Wagenen, 1924; Marshall, 1960) , six (Macmillan, 1953, as shown in his text figures) and five (Reid, 1959) . The vasa are said to unite into a single channel which joins the caput epididymidis (Macmillan, 1953; Reid & Cleland, 1957) .
In the present study of longitudinal rather than transverse serial sections of the testis-epididymis complex in both rat and mouse, only two efferent channels were recognized at their origin from the rete testis. Each appeared to remain independent along its tortuous course (PI. 2, Fig. 6 ), becoming smaller and losing its individuality on entering the proximal caput epididymidis. This suggests that the two channels become the common terminal duct as noted by Reid & Cleland (1957) . From the serial sections under discussion, it appears that this terminal duct actually comprises the proximal lobule of the caput (PI. 1, Fig. 3) .
Following an injection of ethylenedimethanesulphonate (75 mg/kg intraperi¬ toneally) , sections showed that in some instances a portion of one channel only was affected (PL 1, Fig. 2 Fig. 1 . Normal rat. Two channels of vasa efferentia arise from the rete testis. X 30. side, the testis and epididymis were removed. Later, after spermatogenesis had recovered (Cooper & Jackson, 1970) 
